Geographic issues in the analysis of a county-wide survey.
Surveys are used by county public health departments to obtain data for purposes such as risk factor inventories and program planning. Geographic data are often collected from respondents in order to make sub-county estimates and to ensure that the sample is representative of the population. This article addresses geographic issues that arise in analyzing such surveys including: (1) the assignment of respondents to geographic units, (2) the number of respondents necessary per unit, (3) geographically appropriate questions, and (4) geographic definitions. Data from a county-wide survey that highlight these issues are presented and suggestions for improvements are made.